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What’s a beach home without a 
beautiful porch? Dining al fresco 
at the beach is taken up a notch 
with a custom bench and table 
made by Attitude Furnishings. 

The chairs are from Sika.



DESIGNER LINDSEY CHEEK STYLES A SECOND 
HOME IN CAROLINA BEACH FOR A SPECIAL 
FAMILY, FROM PALETTE TO PAPER TOWELS.

TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY | INTERIOR DESIGN BY GATHERED  | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANDREW SHERMAN

A MATTER 
of  TRUST
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WWHEN DURHAM RESIDENTS JEFF AND AMY OUTLAW 
began looking for a vacation home in Carolina Beach, their visions 
were simple. Amy’s sister had a condo there already, so the couple 
considered buying the other half of the duplex and making it their 
own. But, as most real estate ventures tend to go, the process 
unfolded in a broader fashion, and after considering several 
different options, they settled on a newly cleared lot where they 
could build their own custom beach house. Luckily, it was just in 
front of Amy’s sister’s place, and that made it even more appealing 
as a gathering place for both families.

The Outlaws researched several builders in Carolina Beach 
and fell in love with The Pioneer Group, who not only build on 
the island, but also live there. As groundbreaking began, the 
couple was back at home in Durham getting excited about their 
new residence going up at the beach. Amy began picking up 
things for the home on various shopping trips, and after about 
the fourth trip, Jeff decided they needed a local designer to 
take the reigns. 

“After I saw my wife lugging things up to the attic for 
safekeeping while the home was being built, I knew that in a 
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TOP:  At the bar, blue-green cabinetry matches the kitchen, and sconces from 
Visual Comfort heighten the eye and the ambiance. A vintage Turkish rug adds 
a pop of color underfoot. 

BOTTOM:  This powder room stuns with Kelly Wearstler wallcovering paired 
with deep-blue board-and-batten walls. An overhead light by Visual Comfort 
adds the perfect touch. 

OPPOSITE: The modern kitchen packs a punch of color with blue-green 
cabinetry and open shelves. Pendants from Ro Sham Beaux make a statement, 
while bar stools from Palecek, covered with Kravet fabrics, are the perfect 
complements. 
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year I would be lugging it back down and over to the beach,” Jeff 
Outlaw recalls. “So I floated the idea of having someone help 
design the house locally.” When they asked their contractor at 
The Pioneer Group for a suggestion, they quickly recommended 
Lindsey Cheek at Gathered. “As soon as we looked into 
Gathered’s portfolio, we were smitten, and then we met Lindsey 
and it was clear that we wanted them to handle everything from 
the towels to the hand soap.”

“We hit it off with the Outlaws right away,” Cheek recalls. 
“They came to the studio and went over the house plans, and after 
some discussion, we knew it would be a wonderful project. When 
the homeowner says, ‘I don’t care what it looks like, I just want it 
to be awesome,’ you know you are in for an incredible project!”

With three older children and an English bulldog, the family’s 
needs were obvious—spaces that were comfortable and ideal for 
entertaining, and pet-friendly while also being stylish. “This being 
a vacation home, we were really conscious of making it completely 
different from our primary residence,” Outlaw says. “We wanted 
to get into vacation mode the minute we turned the corner and 
saw our house at the beach.”

Extraordinarily, the Outlaws didn’t see the project between 
roughing-in and design install. Family members came by to check 
on the progress for them, but the family planned to be entirely 
surprised with their first visit upon completion. “It sounds crazy, 
but it was so fun at the same time,” Cheek says. “I had a lot of inner 
turmoil because often the tweaking of the design with a client can 

BELOW: In one of the two master bathrooms, black-and-white reigns supreme with blue cabinets and natural touches. Tile from Sellers Tile is bold, while a 
bathmat from Urban Outfitters gives a command. 

OPPOSITE: A pair of Highland House chairs covered in Lindsay Cowles fabric sits pretty at the foot of the bed. Side tables and a chandelier from Made Goods 
round out the space, while the bed from Tritter Feefer takes center stage. 
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create better versions of the space. That wasn’t present here, so I 
was constantly grappling with the freedom to create and the hope 
that they loved it. But, getting to reveal the home to them for the first 
time was truly one of the best moments of my career to date. It was 
emotional and rewarding beyond measure.”

Outlaw adds, “Yeah, in the beginning, we felt like we were driving 
ourselves crazy by checking on it every so often because you can never 
see all the behind-the-scenes progress. So we decided that the last 
five months we would just turn everything over to the professionals 
and look forward to a complete surprise reveal. And I would highly 
recommend it to anyone building a house with people they love and 
trust.” Outlaw admits that the fellowship and celebration on reveal 
day was something that really stuck with his family.

Beyond their request to use shades of green—Amy’s favorite 
color—in the design, the Outlaws put the design in Gathered’s 
hands. One thing was implied the whole time, however. “We 
really wanted to avoid that boxed-in feel of typical beach 
houses with predictable decor, tight walls, and a ninety-degree 
staircase,” Outlaw says. “So the only request we really had was 
to have an open staircase and an overall asymmetrical feel to 
the layout that was different from everything else around it. And 
awesome design, of course.”

Though there is an easy way about the coastal feel of the 
home, the beachy feel is anything but overt. White walls give way 
to bright colors used in strategic ways, from cabinets and tile to 
wallpaper and draperies. Natural textures lead the way when it 
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ABOVE: Custom cabinets by Brandon Parrow 
Cabinetmakers create a sophisticated feel in this 
soothing guest bathroom. A single light from 
Cedar & Moss hangs above, and an oyster-shell 
mirror from Made Goods makes an impression.

OPPOSITE: The bamboo bed from Selamat in 
this girl’s room steals the show. Lamps from 
Arteriors bring in a complementary color 
perched atop side tables from Phillips Scott. A 
chandelier, also from Selamat, weaves in the 
natural textures that tie the home together.

comes to providing the waterside feel, with warm wood beams, natural wood pieces, and 
bamboo and natural fiber accessories. Modern touches like the bottle-cap artwork of their 
English bulldog Harper in the third-floor landing created an authentic space with truly 
unique character, which the Outlaws had hoped for. To warm the space even more, Amy’s 
sisters delivered about 150 family photos to Cheek to sift through for use as framed photos 
throughout the home. 

But the room that may be everyone’s favorite lays poolside in an indoor-outdoor hybrid 
that serves as both a lounge area and an extra bedroom and bathroom when needed. “I 
think this is the most used room,” Cheek says. “It’s so multifunctional with the ping-pong 
table that doubles as a dining table and a Murphy bed that folds out from the wall for 
sleeping. It’s bright and fun.” Outlaw adds that the light fixtures are some of the more fun 
pieces of the home. “They are so on point and unique.”

Cheek agrees that she really tries to use local businesses and small-batch design houses 
like Sawkille for furniture. “That’s the stuff everyone loves, and can really make a project 
unique and not cookie-cutter.” u
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TOP: Custom art by Molly B. 
Wright is made from bottle 
caps and showcases the 
family dog, Harper. A Noir 
console serves as storage, 
and a mirror from Made 
Goods provides one last look 
on the way down the hall. 

BOTTOM & OPPOSITE: 
By the pool, the rec room 
opens for an indoor-outdoor 
feel, pulling double duty 
as another guest room, 
complete with a hidden 
Murphy bed for extra 
sleeping. A ping-pong table 
has been customized by 
Forged Custom Concepts 
to double as a dinner table. 
Green-checked Schumacher 
fabric packs a punch in this 
fun room. 


